
THE FUNNEL EFFECT: 
ways SUSPENSIONs PUSH STUDENTS THROUGH THE 

administrator SUSPENDs                the student

STUDENT IS MORE LIKELY 

END UP IN PRISON
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Reduced school attendance & instructional time  

disrupted engagement and school connectedness 

Lowered achievement and test scores 

Increased likelihood of dropping out 

Increased fiscal costs  harming thes local economy 

Increased grade retention (repeating) 

Poorer school climate harming all students 

Increased expulsion AND transfer to alternative school 

        Increased likelihood of misbehavior 

   Increased likelihood of entering the juvenile system 

Increased exposure to substance abuse  & gangs 

     I n    C a l i f o r n i a ,  

s u s p e n d e d  s t u d e n t s  

p r o d u c e  o v e r  

                                       

   i n  l i f e t i m e  c o s t s  I N  

A  S I N G L E  g r a d u a t i n g  

c l a s s  

2.7 BILLION

decreased opportunity for adult supervision 

SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE 
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Eliminate suspensions for bias-prone like “Disruption” or “Defiance” 

Restorative Practices 

Initiatives to Improve Academic Engagement 

Multi-Tier System of Supports and PBIS 

Student Threat Assessment Protocols 

Initiatives to Improve School Climate 

Trauma-Informed Practices 

Social Emotional Learning 

Early Warning Systems 

Improving Learning Conditions and Supports 

Bias Reduction and Cultural Competency Trainings 

Disaggregated Data Reporting, Analysis, and Monitoring 

Ongoing Professional Development (I.E.- Classroom Management) 

Early Intervening Services & Behavioral Improvement Plans 

Community Partnerships for Mental Health/Social Services Continuum 

Define and Minimize S.R.O.-Student Interaction. Rethink the Expenditures 

Investment in counselors, social workers, and school psychologists

Developmentally Appropriate Discipline Matrix with Training 
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For additional information and insight, pick up a 

copy of  "Closing  the School Discipline Gap" or 

visit www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu 

REMEDIES AND SOLUTIONS TO ADDRESS 
EXCESSIVE SCHOOL DISCIPLINE

EXAMPLE AND NON-EXHAUSTIVE LIST of 

http://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/

